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Foreword

The death of a parishioner, friend, family member, or even a
stranger, is a moment of pastoral and evangelical ministry that
comes with regularity in the life of a congregation. Our response
to those moments comes in the central message of our faith: the
new life God continues to bring out of the loss and devastation of
death, most explicitly in the passion, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. The death of a member of the human family calls
for the best of our ministry of compassion and care, and the best
of our ability to proclaim that continuing good news of new life
in the face of death.

This collection provides many useful pastoral and liturgical options
that can expand the gracious ministry of this Church to a variety of
people at what are often the most pastorally challenging moments
of their lives. Included are prayers for circumstances largely
unrecognized by the 1979 Book of Common Prayer—suicide, the
death of a child, and death in the midst of an interfaith family. We
are charged to bring good news to all people, in all circumstances,
and at all times, and the prayers, psalms, readings, and hymns
offered here are means to aid that work. They are only aids, how-
ever, for the greatest need of the grieving is usually incarnate
reminders of the presence of God, “God with skin on,” in neighbors,
friends, family, fellow parishioners, and yes, even strangers, who
continue to show the good news of God-with-us, who suffers with
us and companions us to the grave and beyond.



The greatest opportunity for new pastoral formation and practice
in this collection could be the use of vigils. It has been exceedingly
rare in my experience to see a family choose anything more than
a time of visitation at the funeral home. The expanded provision
for vigils is a pastoral opportunity for that kind of ministry of
presence which has been lost in our hurried lives. Until 100 years
ago it was commonplace to keep the body at home until burial,
with family and friends gathering with the bereaved to pray and
remember the newly dead. Marking the hours until burial with
prayer and readings is a renewed possibility of recovering that
ministry of presence, as well as a claiming of sacred “time out of
time.” For Christians, it is also an opportunity to gather in hope
and remember the promise of new life rather than staying locked
at home or in a figurative upper room, consumed with fear.

This collection of rites and resources, drawn from several strands
of the tradition, is a gift to our Church and its ministry of com-

passion. May its use speak good news to those in grief, and may
those who use it be the healing presence of Jesus to the suffering.

—The Most Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori
Presiding Bishop and Primate
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Preface

During the General Convention of 1976, a sub-committee of the
Legislative Committee on Prayer Book and Liturgy was charged
with the final editorial work on the Pastoral Offices of the Draft
Proposed Book of Common Prayer. They were given six hours to
do their work, with a 6:00 a.m. printer’s deadline. Since the form
for the “Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage” had attracted a
significant negative response, the majority of the time available
had to be spent addressing those issues. The clock ran out just as
the group arrived at the Order for Burial of the Dead, Rite II.
Much could have been done to perfect a modern burial office,
but there was no time.

In a variety of ways since 1976, death has become something of a
movable feast. By tradition, since 1789, our burial offices were
designed to address situations in which death was a natural process,
taking place at home or in a hospital, when the patient ceased
breathing. There was one burial rite, with few options. By the last
third of the twentieth century, leaving aside accidents, wars, and
other tragedies in which people died suddenly and unprepared, a
significant number of deaths began to occur in hospitals after heroic
medical measures were withdrawn, through negotiated agreements
between families and medical personnel. This new way of death
was first addressed by a committee of the Diocese of Washington,
D.C., and then by the Expansive Language Committee appointed
by Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold in 1995, in Enriching Our
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Worship 2 (pp. 117-123). That same volume also restored a dis-
crete rite for the Burial of a Child, which had been omitted from
the Draft Proposed Book of Common Prayer in 1976. (That rite
is included in this volume, pp. 39-56, as an aid to the presider.)

During the same period, funeral observances also began to evolve
from a single burial rite, with or without an attached Committal,
to a series of observances at different times and places. Thus,
Christian burial practices are gradually moving closer to the series
of events provided for in modern Jewish usage. For instance, The
Authorized Daily Prayer Book, by J.H. Hertz, provides for a House
Service prior to a Funeral, a Burial Service, a Service after Burial
in the House of Mourning, and a Service at the Setting of a Grave
Marker. While significantly different in content, this pattern, or one
very much like it, is becoming more and more frequent in Christian
burial practice.

Since the approval and publication of Enriching Our Worship 2,
the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music has been working
to address issues around funeral observance—especially provisions
for expanding the ceremonies preceding the main burial rite, along
with suggestions for a variety of other special circumstances. We
had hoped to offer an original form for a Vigil in Spanish, but,
once again, the clock ran out on us. This need must be addressed
by a future commission.

One consequence of our mobile society is that people frequently
die in one place and are buried, after a variety of rites, in another
place. A simple acknowledgment of that fact is offered here. We
also address the increasing impact of specialized cemeteries in
which traditional grave-side rites are not permitted. For pastoral
reasons, the Church is often asked to bury family members or
friends who are members of non-Christian religions or “whose faith
is known to God alone,” for whom the burial rites of the Book of
Common Prayer would not be appropriate. We offer an update of
a model from ].B. Bernardin’s Burial Services, with significant new
material, to meet such needs. While less common in the United
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States than in Europe, our country has seen an increase in burial
rites in crematoriums. Provision is also offered here for those cir-
cumstances. As formal anniversary events increase, provision is
also offered for these. This might include the unveiling of a grave
marker, as well as anniversary commemorations in the home, or
in the context of church services.

Finally, subsequent to the General Convention’s approval of the
Draft Proposed Book of Common Prayer, as amended, in 1976,
other provinces of the Anglican Communion have framed very
creative work in the matter of burial rites. Especially notable
examples come from Anglicans in Canada, England, New Zealand,
and Scotland. Some of their efforts are included here in prayers,
optional additions to the lectionary, the Reception of a Body, and
the Commendation. We also wish to acknowledge a debt to our
ecumenical partners in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Their recent work, Renewing Worship, provided valuable additions
to our work, and a mirror in which to assess its utility.

The Enriching Our Worship series has tried to be faithful to the
shape and direction of the Book of Common Prayer, 1979, while
offering provision for language and circumstances not anticipated
by that work. We hope the rites offered in this latest volume will
be received as faithful to the intentions of the Book of Common
Prayer and useful in helping our people to gain a more profound
understanding of the Church’s traditional teaching on death, in the
midst of a secular society which either denies the fact of death, or
treats it as an end, rather than a beginning of new life in Christ.

The Rev. Canon Gregory M. Howe,

Custodian of the Standard Book of Common Prayer
For the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music
August 2006
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Introduction

We are an Easter people. The Christian liturgy for the dead is an
Easter liturgy. Because God raised Jesus from the dead, we too
shall be raised. “I am Resurrection and I am life,” says Christ.

Therefore, in the Church’s burial service the principal theme is of
joyous expectation that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Nonetheless, we also grieve for our dead because the love we have
for one another in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted.
Jesus wept at the grave of his friend, Lazarus. So, while we rejoice
that the one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Savior,
our tears are shed in sympathy with those who mourn. Funerals
provide opportunities to express the mixture of these feelings.

Funeral rites, in contrast to many other liturgical observances,
often consist of a number of distinct liturgical events, and can be
spread out over several days, weeks, or months. Prayers in the
home, prayers in the presence of the body (whether in the home,
in the church, in a funeral home, or elsewhere in cases of “lying in
state”), “visitations” or “wakes,” the reception of the body into
the church, the public service (which may include the Eucharist),
the committal of the body to the ground, the flames or the sea,
the scattering or interring of ashes and/or the dedication of a



marker at the place of burial, or prayers of remembrance at the
anniversary of death, are all possible elements whereby the living
mark the transition of one who has lived among us to the nearer
presence of God.

From ancient times, the primary ministers of rites for the dead
were family and loved ones of the deceased. Early in the history of
the Church, Christians broadened this sense of family to include
the congregation. Today, clergy and funeral directors serve and
support the bereaved so that culturally appropriate pastoral rituals
preceding public rites may be honored and protected.

Many cultures practice ancient customs like the visitation, or
“wake,” in which friends of the deceased call on those closest to
her or him, praying in the presence of the body and offering con-
solation or reminiscences of the deceased. This part of the ritual
process may be an appropriate context for eulogies. In contrast,
the burial liturgy rehearses Christ’s saving work by which death
was overcome for us. This Good News reminds us not only of the
individual who has died but of the fact that all humanity must die.
Through Christ’s breaking the bonds of death we are confident
that we will be raised in him. “Celebrations of a life” or personal
anecdotes about the deceased, properly belong to the visitation or
wake, or to a gathering after the burial. The sermon, in the burial
liturgy, is a proclamation of the Gospel of the Resurrection.

Because of our Christian belief in Christ’s incarnation and the
bodily resurrection of the dead, it is it most appropriate that the
body (or cremated remains) be present during all rites for the dead,
except in cases where the corporal remains have been lost at sea
or in similar accidents. In cases where the body (or cremated
remains) cannot be present, prayers for the committal rite should
be part of the burial liturgy. The proper locus for all public rites
is the parish church except in unusual circumstances.

Through both the burial rite and the pastoral rituals surrounding
death and burial, we acknowledge that the living are on this same



journey toward the heart of the holy and undivided Trinity. As
the ancient Eastern Orthodox memorial service proclaims, Give
rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints, where sorrow
and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. All of
us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Outline of the Rites

The resources included in this volume are intended to provide for
a number of liturgical events marking the passage of an individual
through death to life in the nearer presence of God. They supplement
material in the 1979 Book of Common Prayer (pp. 462-466) and
Enriching our Worship 2 (pp. 96-116,131-146). Material from
these sources may be used as needed to celebrate the life of the
one who has died and to offer the bereaved consolation and hope
of new life. Note: For ease of use and pastoral effectiveness, the
material for the Burial of a Child from Enriching Our Worship 2
has been included in this volume on pp. 39-56.

A. Preliminary Rites

In the days following a death, family members and others who
knew the deceased, including members of the church, may gather
at various times and places as the process of mourning begins.
Several liturgical resources provide opportunity for prayer at some
of these occasions:

# Prayers for a Vigil, pp. 13-17, may be used or adapted,
along with material from Ministration at the Time of
Death, BCP (pp. 462-66) and Enriching Our Worship 2
(pp. 96-116), to gather family and friends in prayer. This
may take place in a home, at a funeral home, at the church,
or in any other suitable setting.



# A Vigil of the Resurrection, p. 15, may be used, or members
of a congregation may keep watch with the body of the
deceased if it is brought into the church some time before
the burial liturgy.

# Reception of the Body, p. 21, is intended for use whenever
the body is brought to the church. It may be used immedi-
ately prior to the public burial liturgy, or at an earlier time.
Three alternatives are included in this volume, or the form
from the BCP (pp. 466-467), may be used instead.

B. Order of Service for Burial

Ordinarily, a public liturgy for burial, with the body (or cremated
remains) present, precedes the Committal. When pastorally desir-
able, however, the Committal may take place before the service in
the church. The public liturgy follows the order of the Sunday
Eucharist:

& Gather in the Name of God. Anthems are recited, drawing
the congregation together as they remember God’s love,
mercy, and judgment, and the hope of resurrection with
Christ. The gathering concludes with the collect of the day,
joining the congregation in prayer for the one who has died
and for those who mourn.

® Proclaim and Respond to the Word. One or more passages
of scripture are read, including a reading from a Gospel if
the Eucharist is to follow. The sermon proclaims the Gospel,
bearing witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. After
the sermon, the Apostles’ Creed may be said, the baptismal
proclamation of faith that unites the congregation with
Christians of every time and place.

& Pray for the World and the Church. The Prayers of the
People give thanks for the life of the one who has died, ask
God’s continuing mercy for the dead and the living, and



remember those who mourn. If desired, a Confession of Sin
and Absolution may follow the Prayers of the People.

& Exchange of the Peace. All present may greet one another
in the name of Christ.

& Go forth in the name of Christ. The congregation goes
forth in God’s peace. This may take different forms,
depending on the circumstance.

& Participate in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
The celebration of the Eucharist offers a foretaste of the
heavenly banquet as well as comfort and healing in the time
of mourning. All baptized persons present are invited to
receive the sacrament. A proper preface and postcommu-
nion prayer emphasize hope and joy in Jesus Christ.

& The Commendation allows the congregation to entrust the
deceased into God’s merciful care. This is suitable when the
body (or cremated remains) is present and the Committal
does not follow immediately in the church or churchyard.
The Commendation concludes with a blessing and dis-
missal, and the body is carried from the church as a hymn
or anthem is sung or recited.

& The Committal is appropriate when the body (or created
remains) is interred in the church building (i.e., a columbar-
ium), churchyard, or cemetery. In this ritual, the congregation
commits the body to its resting place and to God’s love. The
Committal concludes with a blessing and dismissal.

# A Blessing and Dismissal enable the congregation to depart
in peace, blessed by God, on those occasions where the
body (or cremated remains) is not present.

& A liturgy of burial of one who does not profess the Christian
faith may be used when the Church’s usual burial rites do



not seem appropriate. The service follows the general outline
above, omitting the celebration of the Eucharist: gathering,
proclamation of the Word of God, prayer, and dismissal,
including commendation.

C. The Committal

In the Committal rite, the congregation commits the body to its
resting place and to God’s love. Ordinarily, the body is lowered
into the grave or placed in its final resting place before the rite
begins. The materials in this volume may be adapted as needed for
particular circumstances:

& One or more of the Additional Prayers, pp. 70-78, may be
added before the blessing and dismissal.

& The Committal under Special Circumstances, p. 62, may be
used for circumstances such as the transfer of a body from
a funeral previously held elsewhere, or at a veterans’ ceme-
tery that does not permit graveside rites, or at a burial after
temporary winter committal. This form includes options
that permit a more substantial liturgy as well as prayers for
special circumstances.

& Prayers for the Committal of a Body at a Crematory, pp.
84-86, are intended for use when loved ones gather at the
time of cremation.

& Among the Additional Prayers is a prayer “for temporary
winter committal” (p. 77), for use where frozen winter
ground does not permit permanent interment at the time of
the funeral.

& The Consecration of a Grave may be used before the service
of Committal or at some other convenient time, if the grave
is in a place not previously set apart for Christian burial.



D. After the Burial and Committal

The Church’s pastoral care is important in the weeks and months
following the death of a loved one. A Service of Remembrance,
p- 87, may be used at the early anniversary of a death, and may
also be used, as is customary in Eastern Orthodox traditions, on
the fortieth day after the death. A family may pray this liturgy at
home, or it may be used following a regular celebration of the
Eucharist or Daily Office.






Concerning the Services

The death of a member of the Church should be reported as soon
as possible to, and arrangements for the funeral should be made
with, the member of the clergy or other person in charge of the
congregation.

“Funeral rites, unlike most other liturgical observances, normally
consist of a number of distinct liturgical events spread over a
period of time, usually several days. They may include...prayers
in the home, prayers in the presence of the body (whether in the
home, or church or an undertaker’s premises), the reception of
the body at the church, a liturgy in an undertaker’s chapel, a
liturgy...in church, (and) the committal of the body...” (Book of
Alternative Services, Anglican Church of Canada, p. 568).

Baptized Christians are properly buried from the church. The
service should be held at a time when the congregation, especially
family and friends, has an opportunity to be present.

The coffin is to be closed before the main burial service, regardless
of location, and is to remain closed thereafter. It is expected that
in the church the coffin will be covered with a pall, if available.

All or part of the Committal service may take place in the church.
The Committal service may take place before the main service in
the church, or prior to cremation.



A priest normally presides at the service. The Bishop, if present,
presides at the Eucharist and leads the Commendation. In the

absence of a priest, a deacon or lay reader may preside at the
Burial Office.

When possible, the lessons from the Old Testament and the Epistles,
as well as the Prayers, should be read by lay persons.

The presiding minister meets the body and goes before it into the
church or toward the grave. When possible, a member of the con-
gregation or other minister may lead the procession, carrying the
paschal candle.

The anthems at the beginning of the service may be sung or said
as the body is borne into the church, or during the entrance of
the ministers, or by the presiding minister, standing in the accus-
tomed place.
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Prayers for a Vigil in the Home
or Elsewhere

Reception of the Body
The Prayer Book Liturgy, revised

It is appropriate that family and friends come together for prayer prior to the
burial liturgy. Suitable Psalms, readings and prayers, such as those found in
Enriching our Worship 2 and the Lord’s Prayer may be used. The Litany at the
Time of Death (BCP, p. 462) may be used, or the following.

Officiant

Jesus said: I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe
in me, even though they die, will live. Jobn 11:25

Dear Friends in Christ:

Our Savior Jesus Christ said, “Come unto me, all you who labor
and are burdened, and I will give you rest.” Let us pray for N.,
that she may rest from her labors, and enter into God’s Sabbath
rest. Loving God, receive N., as she returns to you.

We commend our sister N.

Wash ber in the living water of eternal life, and clothe ber in ber
heavenly wedding garment.
We commend our sister N.

May she hear your words of invitation, “Come, you blessed of
my Father.”

We commend our sister N.

May she look upon you, face to face, and know the blessings of
her eternal home.

I3



We commend our sister N.

May angels surround her and saints welcome her in peace.
We commend our sister N.

The Officiant concludes

Gracious God, all who die in Christ live with you in eternity:
Receive N. into your heavenly dwelling. Let her heart and soul
now sing out to you, God of the living and the dead. This we ask
through Jesus Christ our redeemer, in the power of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Here may be sung or said Nunc dimittis (BCP, p. 93) or some other appropriate
hymn, canticle, or song.

Participants may be encouraged to share memories of the departed.

The Officiant may continue with appropriate prayers from the section of
Additional Prayers (p. 70).

Officiant

Let us pray.

God our Creator and Redeemer, in your power Christ conquered
death and entered into glory. Confident of that victory and claim-
ing our Savior’s promises, we entrust N. to your mercy in the
name of Jesus, who died and is alive, and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

The Officiant then says
May God give you comfort and peace, light and joy, in this world

and the next; and the blessing of the eternal Trinity be with you
now, and always. Amen.
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A Vigil of the Resurrection

If the body of a departed member is brought into the church the night before
the funeral, it is desirable that members keep watch with the body. These
prayers may be used, beginning with the closing of the coffin and recitation of
Compline.

At each hour

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death, and giving
life to those in the tomb.

Antiphon

Psalms — with antiphons as desired

Reading

The Lord’s Prayer

Collect:

O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light: Grant
that your servant N., being raised with him, may know the
strength of his presence, and rejoice in his eternal glory; who with
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Other devotions and meditations may follow.

According to local custom, the body may be censed and/or sprinkled at the start
of each hour.
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Suggested hourly psalms and readings

Hour 1

Hour 2

Hour 3

Hour 4

Hour §

Hour 6

16

Antiphon

Psalms
Reading

Antiphon
Psalms
Reading
Antiphon

Psalms
Reading

Antiphon

Psalms
Reading

Antiphon

Psalms
Reading

Antiphon

Psalms
Reading

Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” Alleluia.

1-18

Isaiah 25:6-9

God led the people forth with gladness;
God’s chosen ones with shouts of joy.
Alleluia.

19-32
Isaiah 61:1-3

I know that my Redeemer lives, and shall
stand at the last day upon the earth. Alleluia.
33-43

Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33

This Jesus, God raised up, and of that we
are witnesses. Alleluia.

44-56

Wisdom 3:1-5, 9

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Alleluia.
57-70

Job 19:21-27a

When Christ, who is our life appears,
then you also will appear with him in
glory. Alleluia.

71-80

Romans 8:14-19, 34-35, 37-39



Hour 7

Hour 8

Hour 9

Hour 10

Hour 11

Hour 12

Antiphon
Psalms
Reading
Antiphon
Psalms
Reading
Antiphon

Psalms
Reading

Antiphon

Psalm
Reading

Antiphon
Psalms
Reading
Antiphon

Psalms
Reading

Fear not, I am the first and the last,
and the living one; I died and behold,
I am alive for evermore. Alleluia.

81-94
1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 35-38, 42-44, §3-58

The Lamb in the midst of the throne will
be their shepherd, and will guide them to
springs of living water. Alleluia.

95-105

2 Corinthians 4:16 — 5:9

My sheep hear my voice, and I give them
eternal life. Alleluia.

106-118

1 John 3:1-2

Blessed are those who are invited to the
marriage supper of the Lamb. Alleluia.

119
Revelation 7:9-17

Jesus said, if you loved me, you would
have rejoiced, because I go to the Father.
Alleluia.

120-139

Revelation 21:2-7

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”
Alleluia.

140-150

John 6:37-40
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Reception of the Body

Reception of the Body
The Prayer Book Liturgy, revised

This rite may be used when the body is brought into the church. The Officiant
meets the body saying

In the name of Jesus Christ, we receive the body of N. for burial.
Let us pray with confidence to God, the giver of life, that N. will
be raised to her place in the company of the saints.

Silence may be kept, after which the Officiant says

Deliver N., our Savior Jesus Christ, from all evil, and set her free
from every bond, that she may feast with all your saints in light,
where with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Let us also pray for all who mourn, that they may cast all their
care on our loving God, know the faithfulness of their Redeemer,
and find solace in the divine compassion.

Silence may be kept, after which the Officiant says

Holy One, look with pity on the sorrows of your people for
whom we pray. Remember them in mercy; comfort them with
your loving kindness; lift up your countenance upon them, and
give them your peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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Reception of the Body
from Common Worship

We receive the body of our sister N., with confidence in God, the
giver of life, who raised Jesus from the dead. Merciful God, may
we who are baptized into the death of our Savior Jesus Christ be
buried with him; that through the grave and gate of death we
may pass to our joyful resurrection; through the One who died,
was buried, and rose again for us, Jesus Christ our Redeemer.
Amen.

As the coffin is covered with a pall, the Officiant may say

We are already God’s children, but what we shall be has not yet
been revealed. Yet we know that when Christ appears we shall be
like him, for we shall see him as he is.

Reception of the Body
from Renewing Worship

The ministers meet the body at the entrance of the church. A pall may be placed
on the coffin by family members, pall bearers, or other assisting ministers.

Officiant

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried
with Jesus by baptism into death so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in
newness of life. For if we have been united with Christ in a like
death, we will certainly be united in a resurrection like his.

Water may be sprinkled on the coffin as a remembrance of Baptism.
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Officiant

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth,
who formed us from the dust of the earth,
who by your breath gave us life,

we glorify you.

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life,

who suffered death for all humanity,

who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life,
we praise you.

Holy Spirit, author and giver of life,

the comforter of all who sorrow,

our sure confidence and everlasting hope,
we worship you.

To you, O Blessed Trinity, be glory and honor for ever and ever.
Amen.
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The Burial of the Dead

Those who are able shall stand while one or more of the following anthems are
sung or said. A hymn, psalm, or other suitable anthem may be sung or said
before or instead of the following

[ am resurrection and I am life says the Lord. Those who believe
in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die.

For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last will stand
upon the earth; and though worms destroy this body, yet in my
flesh shall T see God, whom I shall see and my eyes behold, who
is my friend and not a stranger. Job r9:25-27

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so
then, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. Happy from
now on are those who die in the Lord! So it is, says the Spirit, for
they rest from their labor.

or this

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. This is
indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in
him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.
Matthew 5:4, John 6:40

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone

who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
John 3:16
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Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. So we will
be with the Lord for ever. Therefore encourage one another with
these words. 1 Thessalonians 4:14,17b, 18 (Common Worship, pp. 275-293)

or this

In the midst of life we are in death;

from whom can we seek help?

From you alone, O Lord,

who by our sins are justly angered.

Lord, you know the secrets of our hearts;
shut not your ears to our prayers,

but spare us, O Lord.

O worthy and eternal Judge,

do not let the pains of death

turn us away from you at our last hour.

Holy God,

Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
have mercy upon us.

The Trisagion, above, may be repeated interspersed between verses. (Anthem,
BCP, p. 492)

The Officiant may address the congregation, using these or other words,
acknowledging the purpose of the gathering, and bidding their prayers for the
deceased and the bereaved.

Officiant

We have come here today to remember before God our sister N.,
to give thanks for ber life; to commend her to God our merciful
redeemer and judge; to commit her body to be buried/cremated,
and to comfort one another in our grief.
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Collects

Officiant

May God be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray

A silence may be kept, followed by one of these collects

Eternal God, your mercy is without end, and your steadfast love
never ceases: Accept our prayers for N. and receive her into the
land of light and joy, into the company of your saints; for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

or this

God our Creator

your grace gives life to all;

receive N. into your keeping

and give her the new life

promised through Jesus Christ our Savior,
who once was dead and now lives

with you and the Holy Spirit,

for ever and ever. Amen.
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or this

God the maker and Redeemer of all,

grant us with N. and all the faithful departed,

the sure benefits of Jesus’ saving passion and glorious resurrection,
that in the last day, when you gather all into Christ,

we may enjoy the fullness of your promises;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God in glory everlasting. Amen.

or this

O God who brought us to birth,

and in whose arms we die,

comfort us in our grief and shock at the death of N.;
embrace us with your love,

give us hope in our confusion

and grace to let N. go into new life;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

or this

Hear us, Creator of all the living;

as N. is buried with Jesus the new Adam,

raise ber from the dead in his resurrection

to dwell with you in eternity.

We grieve for N. with whom we shared our lives.
Reunite us with her on that day when we too shall pass
from death into the radiance of your eternal Easter,
and all stand rejoicing in your everlasting love. Amen.
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or this

O God of grace and glory,

we remember N. before you

and thank you for giving her to us to know and to love
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth.

In your compassion, console those who mourn.

Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up
in the victory of Christ

so that we may live in confidence and hope

until, by your call, we are gathered

into the company of all your saints;

by the power of your Holy Spirit we pray. Amen.

The people sit.
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The Liturgy of the Word

Omne or more of the Readings from the Book of Common Prayer (pp. 494-495),
or from the following selections, may be used. If there is to be a Eucharist, a
passage from the Gospel always concludes the Readings.

From the Old Testament

Isaiah 25:(6-7) 8-9 (The Lord will wipe away the tears)

Daniel 12:1-3 (Those who sleep in the dust shall awake)
Wisdom of Solomon 1:13-15 (God did not make death)
Job 14:7-9 (10-12) (Mortals die, and are laid low)

A suitable psalm, hymn, or canticle may follow. These psalms are appropriate.
42:1-7, 46, 90:1-12, 118:14-29, 121, 130, 139:1-11

Along with a psalm this antiphon may be used.
O deathless One: to those in darkness you appeared, raising
the fallen. O redeemer and our light: all glory be yours for ever.

From the New Testament

Romans 6:3-9 (1o-11) (So we too might walk in newness of life)

Romans 8:14-19 (34-<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>